MGSA LIBRARIANS’ MEETING

MINUTES
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2007 

9:00-12:00

BEINECKE RARE BOOKS & MANUSCRIPT LIBRARY

121 WALL STREET, YALE CAMPUS

I. Welcome and introductions

Present: Dia Philippides, Boston College; Karen Green, Columbia University; Jacquelene Riley, University of Cincinnati; Anthony Oddo, Yale University; George Paganelis, California State University, Sacramento; Rhea Karabelas Lesage, Harvard University; June Samaras, Kalamos Books; Kostas Papadopoulos, Oionos Book Services; Gisela Kam, Princeton University; Maria Georgopoulou, American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Gennadius Library
Following introductions, Philippides posed the question: how many librarians responsible for modern Greek collections have no modern Greek language skills?

II. MGSA Library Committee: 

A. Status update

Lesage and Paganelis announced that the MGSA Library Committee was formally approved as a standing committee by the MGSA Executive Board. Paganelis will be the incoming chair of the committee from 2007-2009.

B. Mandate, Structure—draft approval

Paganelis distributed Draft Committee Mandate/Structure handout for discussion. Slight changes were made to the wording and order of the mandate bullet points to emphasize the international dimension of the field and prospects for collaboration and recognize the wider involvement of librarians working with Modern Greek studies materials.

C. Committee—call for participation

The Committee composition and duties were then discussed. It was decided to keep the proposed structure of two officers, Chair and Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect, since there was no need for a secretary or treasurer. The question was posed to the group whether to have five or seven total Committee members. After some discussion it was felt that a group of five would be more manageable and more productive. For the three regular Committee members, a system of staggered terms would be set up. Then a call for participation was made for Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect and three more members. Green, Riley, and Oddo volunteered to serve. It was noted that having one scholar (non-librarian) from MGSA serve on the Committee would bring needed external perspective to the group. Lesage has been charged with making the Committee appointments and will do so following MGSA. 
D. Future activities/projects

Georgopoulou asked what the Committee will actually be doing. 1) Engaging in regular communications among librarians and the MGSA membership. 2) Assemble information on MGS research collections for the MGSA Web site; compile listing of new publications announced on the MGSA listserv, possibly in a Wiki format. 3) Play a role in related projects, such as the MGRP, etc. The distinction between the Committee and the Consortium of Hellenic Studies Librarians (CoHSL) was also discussed, the latter group being informal and wider in scope than just modern Greek studies.
III. Modern Greek Resources Project (MGRP):

The name and purpose of the MGRP were discussed. As a proposed CRL project, the MGRP would not be under the aegis of the MGSA Library Committee, but there would no doubt be common members and a working relationship between the two. It was announced that the technical issues in creating an on-line portal based at the University of Crete has been resolved. For the MGRP to move forward, seed money must be raised, institutional memberships secured, and working groups created. It was mentioned that EU money may be available, to which funding from foundations, ELIA, the National Bank of Greece, and other sources was added as possibilities.
A. Executive Committee Draft: MGRP objectives, bylaws, working groups
The draft Goals and Objectives statement was reviewed and changes suggested. Comments focused on the need to be inclusive of modern Greek collections in Cyprus and elsewhere around the world with programs and/or institutional holdings. Time did not permit a thorough review of the draft bylaws, though it was noted that changes will be made to conform to CRL requirements, if needed.
B. Discussion 

The importance of the MGRP dovetailing with other ongoing projects in Greece is crucial. Selling the project to Greek colleagues and institutional administrations will also be important. Some participants noted that modern Greek is not a high priority at their respective institutions, despite having prominent collections and/or programs.
C. Working groups—call for participation 

The need to create working groups based on the draft objectives was discussed briefly due to a lack of time. The big question is how to proceed with their creation.

D. Next steps—Meeting in Crete 2008/2009?

A possible meeting in Crete in late 2008 or early 2009 was mentioned. Would it be wiser to try to replicate the Athens meeting in late 2006 by bringing all colleagues together again or instead to focus on having American institutions begin the efforts outlined in the MGRP objectives? 

IV. Wrap-up 
11/1/07 GIP (with helpful notes from Karen Green); rev. 11/2/07 RKL
