Elena Kiyko, the Chief Editor of Cultural programs of St. Petersburg National Public Radio, graduated with honors from St. Petersburg (Leningrad) State Conservatory in 1975.  In 1974 she started working on the Leningrad Committee for Television and Radio as a musical editor, and since that time her career is closely associated with Leningrad/St. Petersburg Radio House. Ms. Kiyko is an initiator and a participant of such projects as radio stations “Polden’”, and “Peterburgskaya Kul’tura”, “V efire 1 studiya” (direct air with guests invited), “Govorit Leningrad v Peterburge” (for the 80th anniversary of radio), international projects “Okno v Niderlandi” (for 300th anniversary of the Great Embassy of Peter the First in Europe, and for the 300th anniversary of St. Petersburg).

Since 1991 Elena Kiyko has been the only anchor for the direct broadcast of shows in the concert halls of St. Petersburg; she is well-known outside Russia for her programs shown in France, Germany, and Netherlands.  In 2006, Ms. Kiyko was awarded the Laureate of the journalist competition of North-West “SeZaM” and the medal “V Pamyat’ 300-letiya Peterburga”.  She was awarded Matvei Frolov’s Prize for the work on the reconstruction of the First Studio.

Margarita Dmitrievna Ufimtseva graduated with honors from St. Petersburg (Leningrad) State University in 1951 with a major in Botanical Geography.  She successfully defended her dissertation and continued working for the Department of Biogeography and Environmental Protection at the University, building her career path from an assistant to a full professor position.  Prof. Ufimtseva is the author of three textbooks, four monographs, and more than 150 scientific papers on problems of botanical geography, geochemical ecology, and city ecology.  Prof. Ufimtseva has participated in a number of national and international conferences and is the recipient of numerous awards. Besides professional work, Prof. Ufimtseva’s interests focus on the field of literature and the arts. Her book, “Petersburg’s Pianist Igor Uryash,” was published in 2006.

Laureate of the International and All-State Russian piano competitions Igor Uryash studied at St. Petersburg (Leningrad) Conservatory under Professors Anatoly Ugorskiy and Tatiana Kravchenko. Brilliant solo performer with an extensive repertoire, maestro Uryash regularly appears as soloist and chamber ensemble performer throughout Europe, USA, Canada, and Southeast Asia.  Over the years he has collaborated with such world famous musicians as Mstislav Rostropovich, Maxim Vengerov, Viktor Tretiakov, Valery Gergiev, among others.  Often the first interpreter of new music, Uryash has participated in numerous music festivals, including “Dekabrskie Vechera” (Russia), “Mozart week” (Austria) and “Musicalishe Sienergien” (Italy). He maintains an active performing schedule while continuing his work at the Conservatory, and by so doing, develops further prestigious traditions of the Russian piano school established in 19th century by the Conservatory founder Anton Rubinstein.
Well-known concert manager, producer, and piano pedagogue Lidia Volchek graduated from St. Petersburg (Leningrad) Conservatory where she studied under Professor Vitaliy Margoulis.  As Director of the Glazunov Concert Hall of the Conservatory, Lidia Volchek has created and continues to create new concert programs and concert series which champion St. Petersburg musicians, as well as representatives from other Russian and foreign cities.  In 2001 Volchek founded an annual festival, "International Week of the Conservatories," which became one of the most important forums for musical higher institutions world-wide.  Lidia Volchek combines active managerial and producer's work with her professorial responsibilities at the Conservatory's department of musical criticism and the directorship of the Conservatory's School-Studio which prepares its students to become teachers. Author of a unique teaching method which is widely accepted for the development of children who study piano, LidiaVolchek has demonstrated her teaching method in lectures and master-classes throughout Russia, US, Germany, France, and Israel.      

    

Nina Zonina is Professor of English Drama at St. Petersburg University, one of the oldest and most prestigious institutions of higher education in Russia and one from which she herself has  received all three of her degrees – Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Ph.D. Dr. Zonina teaches courses on European Literature  of Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries and combines teaching with active paticipation in numerous international cultural projects as expert, consultant and coordinator.  Among her more than 30 publications and conference papers are outstanding literary translations of “The House on the Strand” and “Mary Ann” by Daphne du Maurier, and “Young Renny” by Mazo da la Roche.
