Dear Colleagues and Friends of International Exchange,

American Councils: ACTR/ACCELS, a non-profit organization committed to international education in Eurasia, Southern Europe, and Afghanistan, is looking for host families for young professionals from Russia. Georgia and Ukraine from late December 2007 to May 2008. The program is called: 

LEAP: Legislative Education And Practice Program 

Now in its third year, this U.S.-Government internship program is sponsored by the U.S. State Department, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.   The project gives ten former high school exchange students from the Future Leaders Exchange Program (FLEX) the opportunity to build upon the solid foundation in American democratic values and ideals established during their previous exchange year in the U.S.  LEAP interns will be FLEX program alumni who have completed their university education and are currently employed.   The program targets young professionals who are pursuing careers in government or intend to do so. 

All the facts:

· Cities: Boston, MA; Tallahassee, FL; TBD
· Duration: December 11, 2007 - May 15, 2008 

· Interns will work with local state legislatures.

· During the program, interns will live in home stays and will be supported by American Councils and National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) staff.

· Upon their return to Russia, interns will administer projects and conduct workshops in cooperation with the U.S. Embassy and U.S. government contractors working in the region.

· Interns receive a roundtrip ticket from for their home country, medical insurance, a monthly stipend, and an allowance for public transportation.

Host Family Requirements:

· Room and board (Host families receive $300 a month for hosting)
· Interest in hosting

· Accessibility to public transportation 
FLEX Program
The FLEX Program is a U.S. government-sponsored program for secondary school students from the former Soviet Union.  The program provides scholarship funding for students to travel to the United States, attend a U.S. high school for a full academic year, and live with a U.S. host family.  FLEX was established in 1992 as the centerpiece of the Secondary School Initiative under the FREEDOM Support Act, introduced as legislation to the U.S. Congress by Senator Bill Bradley (D-NJ) and Congressman Jim Leach (R- IA).   The program provides young people from the former Soviet states with a cross-cultural living experience in a democratic society.  Since the program’s founding, more than 15,000 students have been awarded scholarships.  Selection to the program is highly competitive, with over 500,000 students applying to the program during the past 14 years.

If interested please contact:

RaeJean Stokes

Program Officer, Secondary School Programs

RStokes@americancouncils.org or inbound@americancouncils.org
