RUSSIA AND ISLAM IN THE ARCHIVES OF EURASIA: A WORKSHOP
Date:

Saturday, December 1, 2007

Venue: 

Butler Library, Rm 523, Columbia University

Organizer:
Sean Pollock, Postdoctoral Fellow, The Harriman Institute (smp2146@columbia.edu)

Sponsor:
The Harriman Institute, Columbia University

PROGRAM
9:00 am-11:30:  Russian-Muslim Relations in the Archives of Russia and Georgia

Moderator: Richard Wortman, Columbia University

Vladimir Bobrovnikov, Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences

“Islamic Responses to Imperial/Soviet Modernization of Local Muslim Communities in Private and State Archives from the Caucasus”

George Sanikidze, Institute of Oriental Studies, Georgian Academy of Sciences
“Orthodoxy versus Islam: Russian Imperial Policy towards Georgia's Muslims during the 19th Century”

Dmitry Arapov, Moscow State University
“Islam in Russian Imperial State Archives, 1721-1917” (in Russian with interpreter)


11:30-12:00:  Russia, Islam and the Bakhmeteff Archive

Tanya Chebotarev, Curator, Bakhmeteff Archive, Columbia University
Jenny Lee, Rare Books and Manuscripts Library, Columbia University

12:00-1:45: Lunch

2:00-4:30: Islam and Orthodoxy in the Archives and Libraries of Turkey and Central Asia

Moderator: Christine Philliou, Columbia University

Michael Khodarkovsky, Loyola University Chicago 
“How Useful Are the Ottoman Archives to a Historian of Russia?”   

Virginia Aksan, McMaster University
“Looking for a Russian Needle in an Ottoman Haystack”

Adeeb Khalid, Carleton College
“Searching for Muslim Voices in Post-Soviet Archives”
5:00:  Reception
About the Participants and Presentations:

VIRGINIA H. AKSAN is Associate Professor of History and former Chair of the Department of History (1999-2006) at McMaster University.  Her books include: Ottoman Wars 1700-1870, Ottomans and Europeans: Contacts and Conflicts, An Ottoman Statesman in War and Peace: Ahmed Resmi Efendi, 1700-1783, and The Early Modern Ottomans: Remapping the Empire (with Daniel Goffman).  Her articles, chapters, essays and reviews have appeared in Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, International Journal of Turkish Studies, International History Review, Journal of Early Modern History, War in History, War and Society, International History Review, The Ottoman Balkans, 1750-1830 (ed. Frederick F. Anscombe), The Cambridge History of Turkey, Vol. 3: The Later Ottoman Empire, 1603-1839 (ed. Suraiya Faroqhi), and War and Warfare in the Early Modern World, 1450-1815 (ebook ed. Jeremy Black).  Her current project is called “Who were the Ottomans?” and involves the
study of the lives of a series of important statesmen, military figures and renegades who were instrumental to the transformation of the Ottoman state between 1750-1850.
Presentation:  Most scholars new to the study of the Ottoman Empire are struck by the apparent silence of the Ottoman sources on foreign policy and international relations especially in the period before 1850, and especially, in our case, regarding Russia.  My remarks discuss why that might be so, and attempt to fill the silence with examples from my own experience with Ottoman narrative and archival materials.
DMITRY ARAPOV is Professor of History at Moscow State University, Russian Federation.  He is the author of more than 200 research publications, including Bukharskoe khanstvo v russkoi votokovedcheskoi istoriografii, Sistema gosudarstvennogo regulirovaniia islama v Rossiiskoi imperii (konets XVIII-nachalo XX vv.), Islam v Rossiiskoi imperii (zakonodatel’nye akty, opisaniia, statistika), Rossiia i Sredniaia Aziia v XVIII-XX vv., Rossiia i musul’manskii mir, Musul’manskaia Sredniaia Aziia: traditsionalizm i XX vek, and Imperatorskaia Rossiia i musul’manskii mir.

Presentation:  In tsarist Russia, six central state institutions regulated Islam and its adherents: Imperial Cabinet (1704-1826), Imperial Office, esp. the Third Department (1826-1880), Council of Ministers (1906-1917), Ministry of Internal Affairs (1802-1917), Ministry of War (1802-1917), and Ministry of Foreign Affairs (1802-1917).  I will describe these institutions and explain how they attempted to regulate Islam within the empire, and discuss relevant archival materials in Moscow and St. Petersburg.
VLADIMIR BOBROVNIKOV is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences.  He is the author of more than 200 research publications, including, most recently, Musul’mane Severnogo Kavkaza: obychai, pravo, nasilie, Severnyi Kavkaz v sostave Rossiskoi imperii (with I. Babich), Podvizhniki islama: kul’t sviatikh i sufizm v Srednei Azii i na Kavkaze (with S. Abashin), and chapters and articles in Russian Empire: Space, people, Power, 1700-1930 (eds. J. Burbank, M. von Hagen, and A. Remnev), The Cambridge History of Russia, Vol. II, Imperial Russia, 1689-1917 (ed. Dominic Lieven), Rechstpluralismus in der Islamischen Welt (eds. M. Kemper and M. Reinkowski), Central Asia Survey, and Revue d’études comparatives Est-Ouest.

Presentation:  The presentation surveys state, mosque and private collections concerning Islam as it was practiced, conceived, governed and supervised in the North Caucasus (mostly in Dagestan) under imperial and socialist rule. It focuses on a village community level.  I shall present mainly original Muslim narrative and judicial sources dating 1860-1920 and written in Arabic, Caucasian languages and later in Russian, which are of especial importance for a true understanding of relationship between power and knowledge among the local Muslim elites, in other words, Islamic discourse at the Caucasus frontier of the empire, as Michael Kemper put it (1998, 2005). When working with these first-hand materials (most of which had been never published or even used in research) I attempted to hear and truly describe the voice of Muslim subjects of the empire very often forgotten if not completely neglected in many Russian an Soviet studies to date. What were indigenous perceptions of the Russian/Soviet rule? What was the response of new Muslim citizens of Russia to challenges of imperial and Soviet state reforms? How did they participate the indirect rule regime known under the name of “military native administration” (voenno-narodnoe upravlenie, 1860-1917)? How did their way of life, mentality and language change in the course of massive resettlements, urbanization and Russification in the twentieth century? What can be said about competing systems of power, law and Islamic knowledge in the area under study?  The presentation attempts to answer these questions.
TANYA CHEBOTAREV received her MA in linguistics from Moscow State University, Russia, and her MLS from Simmons College in Boston. She is the Curator of the Bakhmeteff Archive of Russian and East European History and Culture at Columbia University. Her articles about the Bakhmeteff Archive have been published in Ab Imperio, Solanus, and RBM: A journal of Rare Books, Manuscripts and Cultural Heritage.  She is presently preparing the first volume of

a multi-volume set of Russian émigré memoirs from the Bakhmeteff Archive to be published by ROSSPEN (Moscow, Russia).

ADEEB KHALID is Professor of History at Carleton College in Northfield, Minnesota, where he has taught both Russian and Middle Eastern history since 1993.  His research interests span the modern history of Central Asia, form the Russian conquest to the present, with a focus on issues of empire, culture, religion, and identity.  He is particularly interested in placing Central Asia in a transregional and comparative perspective. He is the author of The Politics of Muslim Cultural Reform: Jadidism in Central Asia (University of California Press, 1998) and Islam after Communism: Religion and Politics in Central Asia (University of California Press, 2007), as well as of numerous articles.  His research has taken him to archives in Russia, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, Britain, and France.

Presentation: The Russian Empire and the Soviet Union both possessed large Muslim populations.  What do the copious archives of the post-Soviet space reveal about the past of these populations? What kinds of Muslim voices can we find in the records?  What kinds of questions can we ask and what strategies do we need to read this record?  My presentation will discuss these questions in the light of 16 years of work in various kinds of archives (central and republican, state and party) in both Russia and Central Asia.
MICHAEL KHODARKOVSKY is Professor of History at Loyola University of Chicago.  He is the author of Where Two Worlds Met: The Russian State and the Kalmyk Nomads, 1600-1771 (Russian translation is forthcoming), Russia’s Steppe Frontier: The Making of a Colonial Empire, 1500-1800, and The Return of Lieutenant Tarkovsky: The North Caucasus During the Russian Conquest, 1500-1850s (forthcoming in 2009).  He edited Of Religion and Empire: Missions, Conversion and Tolerance in Tsarist Russia (with Robert Geraci), and has published numerous articles, essays and reviews.  He is currently working on a book project tentatively titled Imperial Visions, Policies, and Impacts: Russian and Ottoman Empires Compared, 1500-1800. 
Presentation:   The Ottoman archives are a treasure trove of documents representing the life and blood of the Ottoman empire from the fifteenth to the twentieth centuries.  Yet much in the archives remains a "terra incognita" even to the scholars of the Ottoman empire.   How much would the information from the Ottoman archives enrich other regional and national historiographies?  How useful are the Ottoman archives to the historians of Russia?  I will share my experience of working in the Ottoman archives and speculate on what could be in store for those interested in their further exploration.  

JENNIFER B. LEE is Librarian for Public Services and Programs, Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Columbia University. She holds a BA from the University of Rochester, an MA in English from the University of Virginia, and an MLS from Columbia University, School of Library Service. Before coming to Columbia in 1999, she was Head of Public Services, Rare Book and Manuscript Division, New York Public Library (1995-1999); Rare Book Curator, John Hay Library, Brown University (1982-1995); and Rare Book Cataloger, Library Company of Philadelphia (1976-1982).

CHRISTINE PHILLIOU is Assistant Professor of Ottoman History at Columbia University.  She received an MA in Near Eastern Studies in 1998 and a Ph.D. in History in 2004 from Princeton University, where she completed a dissertation entitled “Worlds, Old and New: Phanariot Networks and the Remaking of Ottoman Governance, 1800-1850.”  She is the recipient of the 2007 Sabanci/Brookings Research Award.
SEAN POLLOCK is a Postdoctoral Fellow at The Harriman Institute, where he is writing a book tentatively titled Empire by Invitation?  The Origins of Russia’s Empire in the Caucasus, 1500-1800.  He holds an MA in Russian and Eurasian Studies and a Ph.D. in History from Harvard University, where he taught in the Departments of History, History and Literature, and Slavic Languages and Literatures and received several awards for distinguished teaching, including the Thomas T. Hoopes Prize (2006) and the Stephen Botein Prize (2007).  He lectures on the histories of the modern Europe and the Middle East at the University of New Haven.
GEORGE SANIKIDZE is Director of the Tsereteli Institute of Oriental Studies and Professor of Middle Eastern History at Tbilisi State University, Republic of Georgia.  He is the author of, most recently, “Islamic Resurgence in the Modern Caucasian Region: ‘Global’ and ‘Local’ Islam in the Pankisi Gorge, in Regional and Transregional Dynamism in central Eurasia: Empires, Islam, and Politics (ed. T. Yuama), Islam and Islamic Practices in Georgia (with E. Walker), 
Islam and the Muslims of Georgia Today (in Georgian), Shi‘ism and the State in Iran (in Georgian), and co-authored Union Catalogue of Persian, Arabic, Ottoman Turkish, Kurdish and Azerbaijan Serials and Newspapers in the Libraries of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Georgia.
Presentation: The presentation addresses the religious policy of the Russian Empire toward Georgia’s Muslims on the basis of archival materials and documentary sources (in Georgian and Russian).  The research was conducted in the Central Historical Archive of Georgia, Central Archive of Ajarian Autonomous Republic, and the National library of Georgia. In addition to archival documents, other sources were used (Survey of Activity of the Society for Restoration of Orthodox Christianity in the Caucasus, memoirs of the Orthodox priest of kist origin M. AlbuTashvili, Georgian press of the 19th c., etc.).  The politics of Russian Imperial administration towards the main groups of Georgia’s Muslims is studied (Ajarians [Muslims of Georgian origin], Kists, and the Muslim community in Tbilisi).  Concerning Ajarains, main attention is given to the study of the process of so-called “Muhajirstvo” – emigration of the part of Ajara’s population to Turkey after the incorporation of the region into the Russian Empire under the terms the Berlin Treaty of 1878.  In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, as a result of the failure of the policy of Christianization, Russian imperial authorities tried to win the confidence of Georgia’s Muslims, which led them to cultivate relations with the Muslim clergy in particular.  Imperial authorities passed regulations specifying the rights and duties of the clergy, and as time passed the government made additional efforts to bring the clergy under its control.  It created a special administration to oversee the Islamic establishment; formed educational-religious centers at the local level; and prohibited study in Muslim countries.  In addition, it opened a special school in Tbilisi for the training of the both Sunni and Shiite mullahs, mullahs who presumably would serve the interests of the state.  Finally, Muslim khojas (teachers) were appointed by the government and received state salaries.
RICHARD WORTMAN, James Bryce Professor of History, specializes in the history of imperial Russia. He received his B. A. from Cornell University and his Ph. D. from the University of Chicago. He taught at the University of Chicago from 1963 to 1977, and Princeton from 1977 to 1988, before coming to Columbia. His publications include The Crisis of Russian Populism (Cambridge University Press, 1967) and The Development of a Russian Legal Consciousness (University of Chicago Press, 1976). (Russian translation, NLO Press, 2004). His most recent books are Scenarios of Power: Myth and Ceremony in Russian Monarchy. Volume One: From Peter the Great to the Death of Nicholas I (Princeton University Press, 1995), Russian translation, (OGI Press,2002), and the second volume of the work From Alexander II to the Abdication of Nicholas II (Princeton University Press, 2000), (Russian translation, OGI Press, 2004), which was awarded the George L. Mosse prize of the American Historical Association.  The two volumes were awarded the 2006 Efim Etkind prize of the St. Petersburg European University for the best western work on Russian culture and literature.   His latest book is an abridged and revised one-volume version of Scenarios is Scenarios of Power: Myth and Ceremony in Russian Monarchy: From Peter the Great to the Abdication of Nicholas II (Princeton University Press, 2006).  In November 2007, he received the American Association of Slavic Studies highest award, for Distinguished Contributions to the Field of Slavic Studies. His current work concerns representations of imperial power and the culture of rule in Russian monarchy.  

